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!. NAME 

Mt.Ida. 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3691 Sarah's Lane. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Ellicott City 
S T A T E 

Md. 21043 

C O U N T Y : 

Howard 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i i t r i c t J j Building 

• S i , e • Structure 

• O b j . c t 

• Public 
[ 5 Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

[~| In Process 

[ | Being Considered 

L*$ Occupied 

1 I Unoccupied 

P I Preservation work 

in progress 

Y e s : 

g3 Restr icted 

• Unrestricted 

a NO 

P R E S E N T USE (Check One or More BS Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

^ 1 Commercial 

[ 1 Educational 

[ 1 Entertainment 

I 1 Government 

]j Industrial 

• Mi l i tary 

I 1 Museum 

• Po'k 
I 1 Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I 1 Scientif ic 

I 1 Transportation CD Comments 

• Other fSpec/fvj 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Howard County News 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3691 Sarah's Lane 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Ellicott City Md,. 21043 

5 . L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Court House 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Court Ave. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Ellicott City Md.21043 

T i t l e R e f e r e n c e of C u r r e n t Deed (Book & Pg . #) ; 339/403 p. 197 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federal • State • County • Local 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H0-59 
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8. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

H Exc.ll .nt D Good • Foir • D.t.norot.d • Ruins Q Un.xpo..d 

(Check One) 

H Alt.red • Unoltorod 

fCheck One) 

G Mov.d £5 Originol Sit* 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
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1. MT. IDA 

Mt Ida was built in 1828 by Wm. Ellicott, son of Johathan 

and Sarah Ellicott and grandson of Andrew (one of the foun

ders of Bllicott City). He resided in the home until his death 

8 years later. The home was then sold to Judge John Snowden 

Tyson and his wife Rachel. He lived there until his death 

c. 1878 when the property was listed as belonging to his 

heirs. An only son died in a boating accident and his three 

sisters - all maiden ladies - lived in the family home during 

their lifetimes. One sister, Anna M. Tyson, left her share 

of the estate to her sister Ida who lived to be the last sur

vivor of the family and after whom the house was named — Mt. 

Ida. In her later years she was cared for by a second cousin, 

Adelaide Snowden, widow of George Addison Hodges, Sr., who 

with her six children lived at Mt. Ida until Ida Tyson's 

death. 

The property was then purchased in October 1930 by Mr. and 

Mrs. Louis T. Clark who lived there until 1959. The house 

was then sold to business interests who planned to demolish 

it (the small carriage house was torn down) and build a 

complex of modern office buildings on the site. The build

ing was allowed to stand for pome years unoccupied and van

dalized until purchased by the Miller Land Co. and restored 

as an office building for the Howard County News. The sur

rounding land is to be developed as office buildings de-



signed to blend with the existing structure. Injunctions HO-59 

filed by neighbors who wish to prevent the additional build-

ings from being built are at present in the courts so the 

grounds surrounding the building have not been finished. 

The building itself however is once again functioning as 

a viable part of the Ellicott City community-

The architectural significance of Ellicott City is unique in 

its record of an early mill town done in granite ashlar with 

the strong simplicity of its Quaker creators. There is little 

in its design to tie in with any of the well-known and named 

styles. It is a complete coneise expression of a local and 

shortlived culture. 

In the first third of the 19th century, the prosperous town 

felt the impact of fashionable revivals of old forms in arch

itecture and, as elsewhere, simplicity gave way to fashion. 

On the hills above Ellicott City stand the remains of three 

imposing structures, each of which was a fine example of one 

of the three revivals. The Patapsco Female Institute was good 

strong Roman, almost brutal; now a ruin, it probably will re

main so. Angelo Cottage is one of the first and most inter

esting of the examples of a nostagic medieval revival, almost 

finicky in its romance and a far cry from the granite of the 

town streets. But most interesting, to a historian, is the old 

house, Mount Ida. 

Mount Ida is better Greek Revival than most expressions of the 

style found elsewhere in the country, better than the forms 



HO-59 
generally recognized as such in the histories. Its design is 

a reflection of archaic aegean, symmetrical to a fault, prac

tically devoid of ornament, strong and simple as a megaron 

but curiously done in the geometrical approach of Ledoux. 

Its cultural significance lies in its clear exposition of a 

Quaker background, still so apparent in its form, affected 

by a new desire to show both acquired worldly goods and ac

quired knowledge of the world. Plain building with the best 

of local material in order to achieve good function in the 

most direct way no longer satisfied its first owner, or the 

town, by inference. 

Robert Carey Long,jr.,was the architect who designed 

the building and,besides his work on the Patapsco Institute 
building he is well know for his work in Baltimore. 

The house is perhaps the most perfect instance of a surface 

change in local character, done at a human scale, to be 

found anywhere in the country. 

During the rebuilding by the Miller Land Co. an additional 

was created at the rear entrance to the building in 

order to give access to offices in the basement. While the 

remodeling of the building would not satisfy the pure res-

torationist it has been adapted quite nicely to its com

mercial function and most importantly still stands. 



4. 

Careful architectural drawings were obtained before any of 

the work was done so a record is available of the original. 

The small carriage house demolished in 1965 was an exact 

replica of the original building though only about 20 feet 

square. No drawings were done of that building though photos 

exist. 

Interior photos of the ornate plaster ceilings and early hard

ware exist also. The ceiling ornamentation remains—the door 

locks and hardware and marble mantels fell victim to the van

dals who also destroyed the original stairway* 

The front walk of lit* Ida was originally lined by large Eng

lish boxwood which were removed when the property was sold. 

Early pictures show the boxwood and many large trees sur

rounding the house while a placid figure (possibly Miss Ida) 

rocks on the upstairs porch over the front entrance. 

HO-59 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Chock One or Moro as .Appropriate} 

n P'a-Columbion Q 16th Century Q 18th Century D 20th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century fg | 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 1828 

AREAS OF S I G N I F I C A N C E (Cfteek One or More M Approptlmtm) 

Abor ig ina l Q Education Q Po l i t i ca l d U'bo" Planning 

• Prehistoric r j Enginaoring Q R e l i g i o n / P h i . • 0 , n , r (Sp»clfy) 

fS Histor ic r-j Industry losophy 

• Agriculture ( - ) Invention Q Scioncs • • 

(XI Architecture Q Londscopo • Sculpture 

D Art Architocturo r j Socio l /Humon-

• Commorco Q Literature itorion 

Q Communications Q M i | i t a r y Q Theater 

• Cons.rvot ion r-j M u s i c j - | Transportation 

J S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 



8.STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE HO-59 

Mt. Ida ranks among the three most important buildings in 

Ellicott City—the B & 0 station (already in the National 

Register of Historic Places) and the Patapsco Institute lead

ing the list. It takes first place as the town's ''fanciest'' 

building despite it's pure Greek Revival lines and the luxury 

of its molded plaster ceilings,,which are in stark contrast 

to the unadorned Quaker lines found in most of Ellicott City's 

frame and granite buildings. 

It is one of the few remaining buildings built by one of the 

founders of the Mills, The building was designed by Robert 

Carey long,jr., who designed the Patapsco Female Institute 

in Ellicott City and is well know for his work in Baltimore. 
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Howard County News, E. C. Md. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

N E 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Secon 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OF A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • » 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 4.5 acres 

Acreage Justification: 

Original acres. 

ILIST A L L S T A T E S AND C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

C O U N T Y : 

N AME AND Tl T L E : 

Jean I. Hannon, U. Press, 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N Historic Ellicott City, Inc. 

D A T E 

1975 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

2416 McKenzie Rd. 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Ellicott City. Md. 21043 

—'State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local Q 

Signature 



l. STATE M a r y l a n d 

COUNTY H o w a r d 

TOWN L I I i c o t t C i t y VICiNiTY 
STREET NO. C h u r c h S t r e e t 

ORIGINAL OWNER WILLIAM E l I i c o t t 

ORIGINAL USE dwe I I i n g 

PRESENT OWNER T y s o n S q u a r e M t g . C o r p - o r a t i o n 

PRESENT USE v a c a n t 

WALL CONSTRUCTION s t o n e - s t u c c o 

NO. OF STORIES 2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDI NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY HO - 5 9 

2. NAME M t . I d a 

DATE OR PERIOD l 8 ^ b 

S T Y L E G r e e k R e v i v a l 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER William Ellicott 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC n o 

Mt. Ida, located just below the iatapsco Female 
Institute on Church Street in tl I icott City, was bui It 
in lo2d by William EI I icott. It is a Greek Revival 
building constructed of rough granite covered with stucco 
to simulate ashlar masonry. The foundation of basement 
is made of dressed granite, champhered at: the water 
tabic, where the stucco begins. It is three bays long, 
two bays deep and two stories high with a low pitch hipped 
roof. In front of the central entrance is a two-story 
portico with square columns and dressed granite steps; 
the entrance has very tall double doors with sidelights 
leading to a central hall. [On each side of the portico 
with square columns and dressed -gran i te steps; the 
entrance has very tall double doors with sidelights leading 
to a central hall.] each side of the portico is a 
three-part window, now covered with louvered shutters 
extending nearly to the I Ioor while the second story 
windows are smaI I and have six over six sash. At the 
corners of the building are pilaster strips, like the 
columns of the portico. The corn i ce. cons i sts or' a flat 
strip extendinq around the building like the pilaster 

(continued on reverse side) 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered y e s Interior p o o r Exter ior p Q o r 

6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7.PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (A"»hor, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ?TC. 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Michael Bourne 
Maryland Historical Trust 
\ 

DATE OF RECORD June 19, 1968 
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strips. On the south side is a smaI I two-story frame 
wing. The north and south walls contain two chimneys 
each. Two windows between trie chimneys of the second 
floor, north facade,light the two bedrooms on that side, 

A central hall passed entirely though the building 
unobstructed. To the north arc two parlors connected 
by huge double doors and each lighted by only one three-
part window extending to the tloor, witbanine over 
nine shas in the i.iiddle and three over three sash on 
each side. 
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The following commentary by Ian C, ilacCallun, Architect, 
was prepared for the Historic American Buildings Survey/ 
National Park Service, 1964. 

MOUNT IDA 
EMicott City, Maryland 

The architectural significance of Ellicott City Is unique in 
its' record of an early mill town done in granite ashlar with 
the strong simplicity of its Quaker creators. There is little 
in its design to tie in with any of the well-known and named 
styles. It. is a complete consise expression of a local and 
shortlived culture. 

In the first third of the 19th century, the prosperous town 
felt the impact of fashionable revivals of old forms in 
architecture and, as elsewhere, simplicity gave way to fashion. 
On the hills above Ellicott. City stand the remains of three 
imposing structures, each of which was a fine example of one 
of "the -three revivals. The Patapsco Female Institute was good 
strong Roman, almost brutal; now a ruin, it probably will remain 
so. Angelo Cottage is one of the first and most interesting 
of the examples of a nostagic medieval revival, almost finicky 
in its romance and a far cry from the granite of the town 
streets; it is probably beyond restoration. But most interest
ing, to a historicn, is the old house, Mount Ida. 

Mount Ida is better Greek Revival than most expressions of the 
style found elsewhere in the country, better than the forms 
generally recognized as such in the histories. Its fault, 
practically devoid of ornament, strong and si mpIe as a megaton 
but curiously done in the geometrical approach of Ledoux. 

Ita cultural significance lies in its clear exposition of a 
Quaker background, still so apparent in its form, affected 
by a new desire to show both acquired word Iy goods and acquired 
knowledge of the world. Its very name has a Quaker sound, a 
most pega:i meaning. Plain building with the oest of local 
material i r. order to achieve good funation in the most direct 
way no longer satisfied its first owner, or the town, by in
ference. Not able to discard basic simplicity for fashion, 
completely, he built into Mount Ida that same s i mp I i ci ty—and 
then stuccoed the granit*,. marked off the stucco to simulate 
dressed stone coursing, placed pi tasters, at its corners and a 
most restrained bit of vine ornainent, almost with a feeling of 
nixed audacity qnu guilt, on its hall deiling. 
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MOUNT IDA Page 2. 

The house is perhaps the most perfect instance of a surface 
change in local character, done at a human scale, to be found 
anywhere in the country. It is in excellent structural con-* 
dition, having been occupied os a residertco until very re
cently. Its complete and faithful restoration could be accom
plished easiiy and inexpensively. 
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Mount Ida 
3691 Sarah's Lane, Ellicott City 
Martenet's Map of Howard County Maryland, 1860 

G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Howard County, Maryland, 1878 
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Mount Ida 
3691 Sarah's Lane, Ellicott City 
Sanborn Maps 
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Mount Ida 
3691 Sarah's Lane, Ellicott City 
Ellicott City quad 1953, Photorevised 1966 and 1974 

TaxMap25A, Parcel 197 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 
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Mount Ida 
3691 Sarah's Lane, Ellicott City 
Photos by Jennifer K. Cosham, 11/28/2012 
Southeast (front) elevation 

East elevation 
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Mount Ida 
3691 Sarah's Lane, Ellicott City 
Photos by Jennifer K. Cosham, 11/28/2012 
Northwest (rear) elevation 

West elevation 







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HO-59 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY ~ 

(Type all entries - attach to ot enclose with photograph) 

1. NAME 
COMMON: HOWARD COUNTY NEWS OFFICE - MT. IDA 

AND OR HISTORIC: Mt. Ida 

2. LOCATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 3691 Sarah's Lane 

CITY OR TOWN: Ellicott City 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

Md. 21043 Howard 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTOCREDIT: J. Hannon 

DATE OF PHOTO: FEB 1975 

NEGATIVE FILED AT: 

MHT (enclosed) 
4. IDENT1FIC AT I ON 

D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N . E T C . 
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

EN TRY N U M B E R 

1. NAME 
COMMON: HOWARD COUNTY NEWS OFFICE - MT. IDA 

AND'OR HISTORIC: MT. IDA 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3691 Sarah's Lane 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Ellicott City 

Md. 21043 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE" 

PHOTO CREDIT: J. Hannon 

COUN TY: 

Howard 

DATE OF PHOTO: Feb 1975 
M E G A T I V E F I L E D A T : 

MHT (enclosed) 
4. IDENTIFICATION 

D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N . E T C . 

SE side (front) 










